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repeatedly cites. In praising the work of Dr. Hopkins, Dr. Delbriick 
pays a graceful compliment to American scholarship : Dr. Hopkins, he 
says, has treated his immense mass of material " mit amerikanischer 
Genauigkeit und Uebersichtlichkeit." Munrqe ^^ 

Notes pour servir d I 'Histoire littiraire et dogmatique du Droit 
International en Angleterre. Par Ernest Nys, professeur a l'Univer- 
sit6 de Bruxelles. Premiere partie, Bruxelles, 1888. — 148 pp. 

This is the first part of a work intended, as indicated by the title, to 
serve as a literary and dogmatic history of international law in England. 
While the term international law implies the existence of a general sys- 
tem of conduct, recognized and applied by all nations alike, yet we find 
in the history of each independent state something of especial interest 
in the development of particular doctrines. The work of Professor 
Nys, so far as published, does not attempt an exposition of the rela- 
tions of England with other powers. It purports merely to show, 
under certain heads, the practices prevailing in that country, espe- 
cially where they disclose either a simple difference from rules followed 
in other countries, or a contribution to the progressive development 
of international law. It is observed that during the second half of 
the middle ages, two questions which strongly affected the develop- 
ment of international law on the continent had comparatively little 
effect in England. These were the questions of the Church and the 
Empire. It was not through lack of effort on the part of the Church 
to bring the English people effectually under her dominion that they 
retained their independent position. During considerable periods of 
time the authority of the Pope was exerted, with a success often vary- 
ing with the temper and disposition of the reigning prince. But the 
national spirit of the people was so strong that any concessions which 
were obtained served in the end only to cause a more emphatic asser- 
tion of independence. 

The development of international doctrines in England was influenced 
far more by the civil than by the canon law. As the authority of the 
latter declined, that of the former, though for a time obscured, gradu- 
ally took its place and increased. Ayliffe, in his history of the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, referring to the condition of things about the middle of 
the sixteenth century, says that " the books of civil and canon law were 
set aside to be devoured with worms as savouring too much of popery." 
In 1536, Thomas Cromwell, as Chancellor of the University of Cam- 
bridge, enjoined that " no one should thereafter publicly read the canon 
law, nor should any degree in that law be conferred." A similar in- 
junction was proclaimed as to Oxford. But although the civil law, be- 
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ing linked with the canon law in disfavor, suffered for a time in credit and 
influence, various causes operated to restore and strengthen its hold. It 
was kept alive in the universities, and the changes wrought in the rela- 
tions of England with other European powers in the sixteenth century- 
imparted to its study an importance which can scarcely be overesti- 
mated. In 1524 first appeared the great work of Grotius, entitled De 
jfure Belli et Pads. It may be said to have appeared in the fulness of 
time ; for it was then that nations were beginning to take a wider view 
of their mutual duties and relations, and Grotius' appeal to reason and 
conscience in international dealings found a response and an application 
which could not have been expected earlier. His influence was felt in 
Great Britain no less than on the continent. Having held for centuries 
an attitude of isolation, England then began to enter effectively into the 
concert of European nations, in which the individuality of her develop- 
ment, and the growth of her physical power, especially at sea, had pre- 
pared her to play a striking part. The system into which she entered 
was an organization governed by the conceptions of the Roman law, 
the study of which then became essential. In 1549, a visitation of the 
University of Cambridge was made for the purpose, among others, of 
improving instruction in the civil law ; and on this occasion the Duke 
of Somerset, then Protector of the Kingdom, wrote to Bishop Ridley, 
one of the visitors, saying : "And we are sure ye are not ignorant how 
necessary a study that of civil law is to all treaties with foreign princes 
and strangers, and how few there be at this present to the King's maj- 
esty's service therein." 

The present part of the work of Professor Nys only brings us down to 
the time when the influence of England in European affairs became 
potent. It thus treats what may be regarded as the separately forma- 
tive period of juridical notions in that country. It is hoped that in his 
future discussions he will trace the part played by England in European 
affairs with a view especially to illustrate her share in the development 
of international law as we find it to-day. T R TnrnoRF 

Problems of Greater Britain. By the Right Hon. Sir Charles 
Wentworth Dilke, Bart., author of "Greater Britain," etc. With maps. 
London and New York, Macmillan and Co., 1890. — i2mo, pp. xii, 738. 
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